Bleeding complications during anticoagulant treatment in patients with cancer.
Patients with cancer have an increased risk of bleeding complications, of which some are fatal. This risk is influenced by chemotherapy, cancer type and stage, thrombocytopenia, renal function, and previous bleeding. Since many cancer patients receive anticoagulant treatment for prophylaxis or treatment of venous thromboembolism (VTE), bleeding complications are a challenge in clinical practice. This review article focuses on the overall bleeding risk of cancer patients and the risk of major and clinically relevant bleeding associated with anticoagulant treatment, such as vitamin K antagonists, LMWH and the direct oral anticoagulants. It also describes strategies for individual risk assessments.